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Several Maps, Interactive Google Maps, and other event details are at www.occultations.org/Aldebaran/2016October while a press release about the event from the International Occultation Timing Association is at
http://www.asteroidoccultation.com/observations/NA/Aldebaran/Public.htm . Clear skies are forecast and we plan to observe the graze probably from sites on the e. side of Hwy 39 w. of the San Gabriel Reservoir; we are seeking observers with tracking telescopes to join the effort; we want to attach video cameras (one color) that fit into standard 1.25” eyepiece holders. David Dunham, International Occultation Timing Association, dunham@starpower.net , cell 301-526-5590,
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Lunar Grazing Occultation of Aldebaran, Tues. night, Oct. 18/19, 2016
A chance to detect the angular diameter of the star with binoculars
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As seen from a path about a mile wide extending from Los Angeles, Calif. to Denver, and
on to Minnesota south of Minneapolis (and further east, to Lake Superior and Labrador),
the bright star Aldebaran's angular diameter will be evident to anyone using binoculars or
a small telescope (weather permitting) as the star rapidly fades in and out multiple times
among mountains near the Moon’s north pole. The fades can last even over a second to
cover the star’s disk, which subtends 120 feet at the Moon’s distance, as it is repeatedly
covered and uncovered by the craggy lunar edge.
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View of Moon for the Aldebaran Graze, Oct. 18/19, 2016

In the greater Los Angeles area, the grazing occultation will occur from10:25-10:29 pm PDT (Tues. evening, Oct.
18, PDT), for locations within the graze zone. The 85% sunlit waning Moon will be 19° above eastern horizon.
The orange star will appear to approach the Moon from the sunlit side, passing very close to the north pole,
where it may be difficult to see even with binoculars, a few minutes before the graze. The star will become
easier to see as it moves onto the dark side during the graze. The view will be similar for other locations along
the path in North America, but the graze will occur later for locations northeast of Los Angeles.
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Graze of 6925KS, Magnitude 0.9 [R0.1), on 2016 Oct 18 : LROLOLA

Profile for
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Los Angeles,
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The gray bars on the
left show the num-
ber of occultations
of the star expected
at that distance
south of the pre-
dicted northern limit
line, that is shown
by the green line on
the map below (only
a close miss occurs
there).
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Path of Aldebaran Graze over LA, Oct '1 8/ 19 2016
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10:25-10:29 pm PDT (Tues., Oct. 18 PDT), Moon 85% waning, altitude 19° in the east, graze on dark side 12° from north
cusp. The two black lines enclose the area where the graze will be seen, while the narrower area between the red lines
is the “best” zone, with about twice as many occultations of the star. Path adjusted for height above sea level except
where dashed in mountains. Approximate contours across the path show height in feet above sea level.




